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Amid a huge controversy over loan defaults by Vi-
jay Mallya-led UB Group firms, regulator Sebi plans 
to choke fund-raising taps for 'wilful defaulters' while 
fund-raising norms are set to be made easier for start-
ups as part of wide-ranging reforms in capital mar-
kets.

The proposed moves, likely to be discussed by the 
Sebi board, are aimed at safe-guarding the interest of 
small investors while deepening the capital market-
place to provide new products and avenues for insti-
tutions, a senior official said.Besides, Sebi will discuss 
and take forward various steps announced last month 
in the Union Budget by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, 
who will also address the board members and top of-
ficials of the regulatory body.

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
is also likely to tighten its takeover regulations by in-
troducing 'bright lines' to define change in control in a 
merger and acquisition.It is also set to announce a new 
set of norms for index providers that would regulate 
changes in constituents of the key stock market indices, 
including the Sensex and the Nifty.Besides, the board 
will discuss a plethora of proposals regarding distribu-
tion of various cash benefits through depositories.

Other proposals on the agenda include a favourable 
tax regime for alternative investment funds (AIFs) and 
easier access to capital for start-ups and new avenues 
like crowd-funding, a senior official said.As for wilful 
defaulters, Sebi will join RBI and the government in their 
fight against 

bad loans as it plans to make it tougher for such enti-
ties and their companies to raise funds from the capi-
tal markets.

This comes at a time when a huge controversy 
has broken out with flamboyant businessman Mal-
lya leaving the country amid attempts being made by 
various lenders to recover their dues totalling over Rs 
9,000 crore.Some entities tend to tap equity and debt 
markets for funds after banks stop giving credit for wil-
fully defaulting on their existing loans, but small inves-
tors get trapped due to lack of information about their 
'defaulter' status.However, there is a counter-view that 
a complete fund- raising ban on wilful defaulters could 
come in the way of promoters of a listed company seek-
ing to infuse fresh funds, which may hurt interest of 
minority shareholders.

Seeking to strike a balance, the regulator mulls put-
ting curbs on IPOs and FPOs by such entities where 
funds are raised from the public.

However, they can be allowed to tap existing share-
holders, including promoters by way of rights issue, 
private placement or preferential allotment, a senior 
official said.An individual or a company is declared a 
wilful defaulter for deliberate non-payment of the dues 
despite adequate cash flow and good net worth and for 
siphoning off funds to the detriment of the defaulting 
unit. Another proposal seeks to bar a wilful defaulter 
from taking control of any other listed company.

Sebi to crack whip 
on ‘wilful defaulters’
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The government managed 
to get The Real Estate (Regu-
lation and Development) Bill, 
2013, approved by the Rajya 
Sabha with the help of Opposi-
tion parties, including the Con-
gress.

It has been a long wait for 
the bill, first introduced in the 
Rajya Sabha in 2013.

The legislation is designed 
to protect consumer interest, 
ensure efficiency in all property 
related transactions, improve 
accountability of developers, 
boost transparency and attract 
more investments to the sector.

The bill, passed with all the 
new recommendations that 
were cleared by the Union cabi-
net in December, will regulate 
both commercial and residen-
tial projects and set up state-
level regulatory authorities to 
monitor real estate activity.

The move is significant be-
cause the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) is in a minority 
in the upper house with just 64 
members of Parliament (MPs), 
while the Congress alone has 
66 MPs out of a total strength 
of 245.

Urban development minis-
ter M. Venkaiah Naidu told the 
Upper House that real estate is 
the second largest employer in 
the country, after agriculture, 
and contributes 9 per cent to 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP). Yet, the sector has been 
marked by a lack of trust and 
confidence between consumers 
and developers, which has had 
an adverse impact on invest-
ments in the sector.

“There are about 17,526 
projects launched in 27 cities in 
the last five years and delay in 
implementation of these hous-
ing projects due to lack of trans-
parency and accountability has 
been the bane of the sector. Its 
credibility has come into ques-
tion. Delays have resulted in 
huge time and cost overruns, 
resulting in increased costs of 
houses. That’s one of the rea-
sons for bringing in this bill,” 
said Naidu.

The key features of the bill 
include:

l Mandatory registration 
with real estate regulatory au-
thorities of projects of at least 
500 sq m area, or those com-
prising eight flats, which would 
enable registration of more 
projects with the regulatory 
authority and will protect more 
consumers.

l Project developers will 
now be required to deposit at 
least 70 per cent of their funds, 
including land cost, in a sepa-
rate escrow account to meet 
the cost of construction. Their 
inability to do so has affected 
thousands of customers across 
the country, and also resulted in 
poor demand for new housing 
projects.

l A provision for imprison-
ment up to three years in case 
of promoters and up to one year 
in case of real estate agents and 
buyers for violation of orders of 
appellate tribunals or monetary 
penalties or both.

l A clear definition of carpet 
area and a system that would re-
quire the consent of two-thirds 
of the buyers in case there are 
changes in project plans.

l Appellate tribunals will 
be required to adjudicate cases 
within 60 days and regulatory 
authorities will have to dispose 
of complaints in 60 days.

l Regulatory authorities can 
also register projects to be de-
veloped beyond urban areas, 
promote a single-window sys-
tem of clearances, and grade 
projects and promoters besides 

ensuring digitization of land 
records. They will also have to 
draft regulations within three 
months of formation.

The real estate bill is one of 
the two bills that the NDA gov-
ernment has been trying to get 
Parliament to pass in the past 
21 months.

Even though political par-
ties came together to pass the 
real estate bill, the constitu-
tional amendment bill to bring 
the goods and services tax into 
force will have to wait for now.

The success in passing the 
real estate bill comes at a time 
when the government and the 
Congress have been at logger-
heads on a series of issues and 
the latter making it clear at the 
start of the budget session that 
“no contentious bill” will be 
cleared in the first half of the 
session.

Shishir Baijal, chairman and 
managing director of property 
consultancy firm Knight Frank 
India, said that the bill is an ex-
tremely important and timely 
step taken by the government, 
which could prove to be a 
game-changer for the industry.

“The information pertain-
ing to the real estate sector will 
be available in a systematic 
manner, leading to easy acces-
sibility and transparency. In its 
content and intent, the new bill 
could bring in a change in the 
landscape of real estate in the 
country, attracting new inves-
tors and customers, which the 
industry has been missing so 
long,” he said.

While the bill will bring 
credibility to the industry and 
comfort to homebuyers, to 
bring ongoing projects under 
the legislation would mean 
stopping the work and ensuring 
the compliance of such projects 
with the new legislation, said 
Getamber Anand, president of 
industry body Confederation 
of Real Estate Developers’ As-
sociations of India.

“If a project has already 
been sold to the extent of 50% 
and construction is underway, 
it is practically impossible to 
make 50% of the project com-
pliant with the Act. We request 
that ongoing projects be kept 
outside the legislation,” Anand 
said.

Lack of transparency in In-
dia’s real estate sector has al-
ways been a grey area. Accord-
ing to the last global real estate 
transparency index compiled 
by property advisory JLL in 
2014, India falls in the ‘semi-
transparent’ category. India’s 
tier-I property markets ranked 
40th in the list, while the tier-II 
cities are at 42nd position. The 
UK and the US topped the list 
in the ‘highly transparent’ cat-
egories.

“It is by far the most decisive 
step the sector has taken towards 
transparency and reaching 
towards the kind of standard-
ized processes, procedures and 
accountability guidelines that 
the industry requires to prog-
ress,” said Anuj Puri, chairman 
and country head, JLL India. 
“It will create a much-needed 
consumer right protection um-
brella for buyers of real estate, 
thereby increasing consumer 
confidence as well as creating 
lasting developer brands strong 
on quality and timely delivery 
of their projects.”

Clearing the real estate bill 
also seems to be in line with 
the NDA government’s urban 
makeover plan along with 
initiatives to boost affordable 
housing through Housing for 
All By 2022 and Smart Cities 
schemes. 

NEW DELHI:  Art of 
Living founder Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar said parties should 
not politicise events having 
a bearing on the country’s 
reputation and suggested 
that the media has been 
“harsh” in its criticism of the World Cul-
tural Festival organised on the Yamuna 
flood plain.

He said his foundation has already 
received invitation from Australia, 
Mexico and other nations for holding 
the next edition of the event. “We need 
a certain maturity. I don’t mind but I 
request all political parties. Whenever 
such a grand event is being organised, 
party politics should be kept aside.”

“You should come together so that 
India’s prestige on the world stage rises. 
It is not easy to organise an event of this 
magnitude.... It is a major thing... so that 
people from across the world can feel 
connected,” the spiritual leader said.

“People from across the world are 
amazed. We got a letter from the Aus-
tralian Prime Minister asking us to hold 
the event there. They are ready to give 
all the help we need, from Mexico.... The 
countries are keen to host this event. At 
the same time, the international media is 
asking why the Indian press is so harsh 
towards this festival. I smiled and said 
that I don’t know,” he said. Defending 
the organising of the festival on the flood 
plains of Yamuna, he said they would 
work for the rejuvenation of the river.

Replying to a query related to his 
statement that he would not pay the Rs 
5 crore fine imposed by National Green 
Tribunal, he said the NGT has made it 
clear that it was not a fine but compen-
sation to rejuvenate the area. The Art 
Of Living founder said his organisation 
will come with up a concrete plan for 
conservation of Yamuna river.

“We had consulted a couple of envi-
ronmentalists before the event and they 
had said there would be no damage to 
the flood plains if this event was held. 
Further, we will also consult some envi-
ronmentalists and work on rejuvenation 
of Yamuna with a concrete plan of ac-
tion for Yamuna,” he said.

Do not politicise 
events which 

concern India’s 
prestige: Sri Sri 

Rajya Sabha passes real estate Bill
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With an aim to protect consumers, the 
government plans to introduce heavy 
penalties for companies overcharging on 
sale of drugs. The National Pharmaceu-
tical Pricing Authority, which monitors 

prices of medicines in the country, has 
proposed changes to the existing Drug 
Price Control Order, 2013 seeking provi-
sions to impose a fine on those violating 
pricing norms. 

Currently, in case a company is 
caught overcharging, it is not required to 
pay any penalty but only pay the over-
charged amount along with interest for 
the period during which the overcharg-
ing took place. 

The existing DPCO, 2013 provides 
NPPA "power of entry, search and sei-
zure". The proposed amendment sug-
gests, "Penalties may be included in the 
title to bring the DPCO, 2013 in conso-
nance with the provisions of Essential 
Commodities Act, 1955." The regulator 
is of the view that there is need for a 
tougher law to discourage drug makers 
from cheating consumers, who essential-
ly depend on doctors' prescription and 
are not equipped to make an informed 
decision while purchasing medicines.

NEW DELHI: Over 1.53 lakh cas-
es were settled in the National Lok 
Adalats which 
were conducted 
across the coun-
try. The total val-
ue of settlement 
reached in all 
these cases was 
around Rs 100 
crore. In order to 
reduce pendency 
of cases in courts 
and settle the 
disputes at pre-
litigation stage, Lok Adalats were or-
ganised by the National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA) (excluding Bihar 
and Madhya Pradesh) in all courts — 
from taluk courts and district courts 
to High Courts. Out of 1.53 lakh cases, 
47,000 were of pending matters and 
1.06 lakh pre-litigation matters.

NALSA has been organising Lok 
Adalats in order to provide speedy 
justice to litigants and reduce the bur-
den of judiciary through ‘out of court’

Govt mulls heavy fines 
to curb drug overpricing

New Delhi: Police officers up to 
the rank of Joint Commissioners will 
now have to do night duty in the na-
tional Capital.

The move comes within a week 
of Alok Kumar Verma taking over as 
the chief of Delhi Police and after a 
meeting earlier this week when the 
decision to include Additional Com-
missioners (Additional CP) and even 
Joint Commissioners (Joint CP) is un-
derstood to have been taken. 

This means that Joint CPs will be 
supervising their duties as night (ga-
zetted officers) GOs and will have to 
be physically available and commit 
themselves to full-time night duty. 

The Joint CPs are in charge of po-
lice ranges with around two DCP/
Additional CP-rank officers under 
them. 

Earlier, officers up to the rank 
of Assistant Commissioners (ACP) 
were supposed to be deployed on 
night patrolling duty that was later 
extended to cover Deputy Commis-
sioners (DCP) and Additional Depu-
ty Commissioners of the police dis-
tricts to strengthen the law and order 

in the city. 
Such officers are called night (ga-

zetted officers) GOs and each police 
district has a mobile number as-
signed to the night GO so that any-
one in distress can have direct access 
to the officer.

As per the rosters currently pre-
pared in each district, ACP-rank of-
ficers are usually assigned night duty 
twice a week, depending upon the 
demographic factors in the areas un-
der their jurisdiction, number of of-
ficials working under them and the 
crime rate.

Going by the new order, while a 
DCP-rank officer is expected to be on 
night patrol twice a month, Joint CPs 
will be required to do at least one 
full-time night patrolling a month 
and prepare a report. 

NEW DELHI: As India 
gives visa-on-arrival to 
the Japanese, Tokyo has 
responded by further re-
laxing conditions for mul-

tiple entry visas for short-
term stay for ordinary 
Indian passport holders. 

Last month, it extend-
ed the validity period of 
such visas from a maxi-
mum of 3 years to 5 years. 
It also increased duration 
of visit on multiple entry 
visas - including tourism 
and business - to 30 days 
from the earlier 15. 

The relaxation is based 
on an understanding 
reached between the two 
countries during Japanese 
PM Shinzo Abe's visit to 
India in December 2015.

In a serious bid to keep its 
votebank intact, the AAP gov-
ernment has decided that all 
developmental work would 
be carried out through a single 
agency in all 1,639 unauthor-
ised colonies in the city.

The government move to 
give all the powers to the Delhi 
State Industrial and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpora-
tion Ltd (DSIIDC) to execute 
all developmental work in the 
unauthorised colonies is be-
ing interpreted in the political 
circles as an attempt by chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal to 
please his voters in this cru-
cial segment which had whole 
heartedly supported his party 
in the last Assembly elections.

Keeping an eye on the bye-
lections in 13 municipal wards, 
the AAP government’s move 
to hand over all development 
work to the DSIIDC is also a 
serious attempt to put an end 
to the confusion prevailing 
in getting work done in these 

colonies due to multiplicity of 
authorities in the city. At pres-
ent, different agencies such as 
public works department, irri-
gation and flood control wing 
and three BJP-led municipal 
bodies — SDMC, NDMC 
and EDMC — are primarily 
responsible for carrying out 
developmental work in the 
unauthorised colonies.

In the last Assembly elec-
tions, Mr Kejriwal had cam-
paigned rigorously in the un-
authorised colonies and had 
also promised that each of 
these would be regularised in 

due course of time. Now, the 
AAP has already announced 
that it would be contesting in 
all the 13 municipal wards in 
the coming bypolls expected 
to be held in the second week 
of May. “That’s precisely, why 
the party wants to send a clear 
message that it wants to seri-
ously carry out development 
work in the unauthorised 
colonies,” an AAP functionary 
told this newspaper.

In its order, the AAP gov-
ernment has stated that in or-
der to avoid confusion due to 
multiplicity of authorities, re-
sulting in duplication of work, 
lack of uniform quality and 
standards in the maintenance 
and development work, all 
such work will be assigned for 
execution in the unauthorised 
colonies to the DSIIDC as the 
sole agency. But the order has 
made it clear that no ongoing 
work would be taken over by 
the DSIIDC as it may lead to 
confusion.

The order said: “It is, fur-
ther, reiterated that each ex-
ecuting agency (other than 
the DSIIDC), working in a 
particular unauthorised col-
ony, shall prepare an account 
of development work carried 
out in all the unauthorised 
colonies (with colony-wise 
physical and financial status), 
estimates developed for future 
work, if any, records along 
with certified copies of vouch-
ers and expenditure statement 
and transmit the same to the 
DSIIDC.”

The agencies have also 
been directed to ensure that 
the work is carried out in ac-
cordance with the set guide-
lines. The government has 
directed the commissioners 
of the three municipal bodies, 
principal secretary (PWD), 
principal secretary (irrigation 
and flood control) and MD of 
the DSIIDC to take necessary 
action in this regard.

Single agency to do development 
work in illegal colonies

Lok Adalats 
dispose of 1.5L 
cases in 24 hours

Now Joint CPs to do night patrol for better networkJapan eases visa 
norms for Indians
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New Delhi: National capital’s three civic 
bodies have planned to lease out their educa-
tional institutions after academic hours because 
of shortage of funds. Late in January, money 
has triggered a civic crisis when municipal staff 
including doctors and teachers, struck  work to 
protest non-payment of salaries. In the upcom-
ing financial year, they are staring at a shortfall 
of Rs5,100 crore, the civic bodies say. Officials 
said, Premises of the schools who work in morn-
ing hours or first shift will be leased out. With 
the list of approx 390 such schools the North 
Delhi municipal corporation (NDMC) has 
come out. The east and the south bodies, too, 
outlined to do the same, sources said. Almost 
1 million students go to the city’s 1,860 munici-
pal schools, out of them only those who have a 
morning shift from 7am to 12.30pm. However, 
the majority of them, also have a second shift 
1pm to 6.30pm — to make up for the shortfall 
of schools in the city

“It has now been de-
cided at the appropriate 
level to discontinue in-
terviews in the recruit-
ment process for Cleri-
cal Cadre. Accordingly 
NO Interviews will be 
conducted under CWE 
Clerks-V. 100 per cent 
weightage will be giv-
en to the score obtained 
by the candidate in the 
online Main Examina-
tion of CWE-Clerks-V, 
instead of weightage 
ratio of 80: 20 for CWE 
Main examination and 
interview respective-
ly.” Since the official 
has not mention about 
the psychosomatic test 
in the latest notification 
so may be there will be 
no psychosomatic test 
at all. Ibps mains exam 
was conducted on 
January 3 and 4. Lakh 

of students appear in 
this examination, now 
students are waiting 
for the Ibps Result 2016 
which is going too an-
nounced soon. But 
there is bigger confu-
sion among students. 
Candidates are still 
confused about the in-
terview process. We 
still not have any con-

formation about the in-
terview but may be this 
time candidates may 
expect a psychometric 
test instead of Inter-
view. The decision was 
taken in a recent meet-
ing of committee of 
secretaries chaired by 
the cabinet secretary, in 
which PSB banks have 
been recommended to 

discontinue interview 
in the recruitment pro-
cess of clerical and ju-
nior level posts.

Students are waiting 
for IBPS results which 
is held in 2 and 3rd Jan-
uary. As per the IBPS 
website, the ibps clerk 
2015 result 2015-16 to 
be declared in January, 
but so far, there is no 
confirmation of IBPS 
clerk result date. Stu-
dents are also confused 
about the interview 
process they are asking 
that interview is going 
to be happen or not so 
here we want to inform 
all the IBPS Mains can-
didates that IBPS Clerk 
Interview 2016 will 
happen in this session, 
but still there is no con-
firm detail about IBPS 
Clerk Interview 2016.

The Supreme Court said coaching 
centres in residential areas were a nui-
sance to women and the elderly and 
must shift out to commercial premises 
or institutional areas. A bench of Chief 
Justice TS Thakur and Justice U U Lalit 
refused to give any relief to petitioner 
All Rajasthan Coaching Institutes As-
sociation, which had challenged the 
eviction order served on its members 
by Jaipur Development Authority, fol-
lowing a Rajasthan High Court order 
banning functioning of tutorials ille-
gally from residential colonies. Morn-
ing and evening, youngsters come with 
bikes. Many loiter around, harassing 
women and old people. Coaching cen-
tres must shift out to commercial prem-
ises or institutional areas. We will not 
permit them in residential areas,“ the 
bench said. Appearing for the petition-
er, senior advocate Kapil Sibal tried his 
best to get an interim stay on the evic-
tion notice by arguing it was beyond 

the jurisdiction of the authority which 
had served the eviction notices on 118 
coaching institutes operating from the 
Lal Kothi residential area in Jaipur. The 
bench was unimpressed and as ked 
Sibal’s client to respond to the eviction 
notice and move the court as and when 
the final order for vacating the premises 
in residential areas was passed by the 
authorities. The bench appeared firm 
against tutorials and coaching centres 
operating from residential areas. “Why 
should these institutes be permitted 

to operate from residential areas and 
make lives of many miserable?

These institutes create chaos in 
residential areas,“ it said. In the high 
court, petitioner Ghasiram had argued 
that these coaching centres illegally 
mushroomed in about 15 colonies in 
Lal Kothi in violation of norms which 
provide that no coaching centre can 
function in an area where the width of 
the road was less than 40 feet. Most of 
the coaching centres are functioning 

in violation of this rule. They have be-
come a source of sound pollution and 
other civic problems, “ the petitioner 
had said in the High Court. JDA had 
said, “Barring three-four coaching cen-
tres in Lal Kothi, almost every coach-
ing centre violates government norms. 
There are norms such as 300 yard space 
for the centre, separate toilets for boys 
and girls, a 40-feet wide road opposite 
the centre etc. JDA will not take the re-
sponsibility for their relocation

The Supreme Court dismissed 
a plea by the association of Maha-
rashtra’s private medical colleges 
to be allowed to conduct its own 
common entrance test (CET) for 
medical and dental college ad-
missions. It means students will 
be admitted to state as well as 
private colleges on the basis of a 
single test conducted by the state 
CET cell.

The Maharashtra Unaided 
Private Professional Educational 
Institutions (Regulation of Ad-
mission and Fees) Act, 2015, that 
lays down the state CET clause, 
was challenged by the Associa-
tion of Managements of Unaided 
and Private Medical and Dental 
Colleges in the Bombay HC in 
August 2015, and the case final-
ly reached the SC. Though this 
petition was meant only for the 
medical postgraduate entrance 
test, the order is being seen as 
precedence for all other entrance 
tests that will be conducted by 
the state under the provisions of 
the new act. A petition challeng-
ing the law itself is still pending 
in the HC. Association chair-
man Kamal Kishore Kadam said 
the apex court has asked them 

to wait for the outcome of the 
main petition, challenging the 
law. “We will see if it is possible 
to file a fresh petition in the HC. 
The government is taking away 
several powers given to us by a 
past SC order. They do not give 
us any money to run the insti-
tutes, how can they seek con-
trol over them?“ asked Kadam. 
“Some of our institutes are ready 
to run into losses, but we will not 
fill our seats with students allot-
ted by the state government,“ 
he added. A potential standoff 
seems brewing with a govern-
ment official saying the state 
may act against institutes that 
refuse to admit students allotted 
by the competent authority as 
per the provisions of the existing 
act. Mumbai

Students preparing for 
JEE 2017 may not have 
to give an aptitude test 
as there may not be any 
change in the existing two-
tier pattern of JEE main and 
advanced, sources said.

The JEE is a national 
common entrance exami-
nation conducted to pro-
vide admissions to sev-
eral engineering courses, 
including the prestigious 
Indian Institutes of Engi-
neering (IITs).

In October last year, the 
human resources develop-
ment (HRD) ministry had 
formed a committee to sug-
gest changes to the present 
joint entrance exam, which 
recommended introduc-

ing an aptitude test. But it 
is learnt that the ministry, 
after studying the commit-
tee’s suggestion, remains 
undecided. A section of 
stakeholders feels that any 
new aptitude exam, which 
is online, may be against 
the interests of the rural 
and socially backward stu-
dents.

Ministry sources said 
that in search of a consen-
sus, there may not be any 
change from the existing 
pattern.

The report was pre-
pared by a group of experts 
led by academician Ashok 
Mishra to test “the scientif-
ic thinking”. The commit-
tee had recommended that 

a National Authority for 
Testing (NAT) be formed 
that would hold tests on 
the basis of which around 

four lakh students would 
be shortlisted for JEE.

The committee held JEE 
itself will be along the lines 

of current JEE (advanced), 
designed to test knowl-
edge in physics, chemis-
try and mathematics, and 
conducted by IITs. The 
Central Board of Second-
ary Examination (CBSE) 
currently conducts JEE-
Main while IITs conduct 
JEE-Advanced.

Also, designing a cog-
nitive test is bound to be 
a time-consuming exer-
cise — it seems unlikely 
the ministry will be able to 
implement the committee’s 
suggestions soon.

The committee had also 
suggested that no weight-
age be given to board ex-
ams for National Institutes 
of Technology (NITs) and 

other centrally funded 
technical institutions (CF-
TIs). Currently, 40 per cent 
weight is given to Class 12 
board marks for admis-
sion into NITs and CFTIs. 
The committee had recom-
mended that the 40 per 
cent weightage given to 
the marks at the JEE (Main) 
level be discontinued.

“But it was pointed 
out that when weight-
age has been given to the 
class 12 boards, the girls 
and rural students could 
do better. Keeping these 
equity issues in mind, the 
ministry is contemplating 
not to change this system  
for 2017,” said a senior of-
ficial.

No change likely in existing JEE exam pattern

No interviews now, main 
exam will be decider 

IBPS CWE-Clerks-V

Coaching centres must go from residential areas: SC

Maha pvt medical colleges 
can’t have own entrance test

3 Delhi civic bodies to rent out 
schools to coaching institutes 

due to shortage of funds
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International Women’s Day 
is all about celebrating ‘equity’ 
that has been denied to women 
since time immemorial. This 
gender-based discrimination 
has for long demarcated the 
discourse of non-equal oppor-
tunities at workplaces. Either 
women are discouraged from 
working as full-time employ-
ees, or they face harassment at 

the hands of their co-workers. 
However, there are organiza-
tions that have made indis-
criminate choices to make their 
workplaces gender-bias free.

ATDC has for long been 
proactively engaging with its 
pan-Indian women workforce 
at ATDC’s 176 centers across 
India. In fact, more than 80 per-
cent of ATDC’s workforce com-

prises of women. All important 
positions and profiles in Aca-
demics, Finance, Project Imple-
mentation, and Administration 
at ATDC are being chaired by 
women. Moreover, ATDC has 
also made arrangements to 
make its premises differently-
abled-friendly. ATDC ensures 
that special training required 

in such cases is taken care of 
with utmost diligence on the 
management’s part. Along 
with the aforementioned mea-
sures that ATDC has taken up, 
medical insurance is also pro-
vided to its female workers in 
case of maternity leave.

ATDC has also taken up 
a proactive role in providing 

skill-based training to women 
for increasing their chances of 
finding employment in the ap-
parel sector. The setting up of 
ATDC in a rural location pro-
vides the required training in-
frastructure to provide skills 
to the needy in order to help 
them find productive employ-
ment in and around areas they 
live in.

ATDC also conducts Tribal 
Women’s Special training pro-
grams in areas like Chindwara, 
other areas of Madhya Pradesh 
and in Orissa as well.

%  80% of the total 
employees at ATDC 
are women

%  ATDC’S 200 centers 
engaged with their 
women employees 
on the occasion of 
women’s day

 %  ATDC has intensi-
fied its skill-based 
training program 
and has extended 
to tribal women 
as well

International Women’s Day: All 
about empowered women at ATDC

Kangana Ranaut, Rangoli Chandel 
unveiled FEMINA’S Women’s Day 
Special 2016 issue at  
Reliance Digital store

MUMBAI: Actor Kangana Ranaut and her sister Rangoli 
Chandel celebrated Women’s Day by unveiling the new Issue of 
FEMINA and talking about their exclusive photo shoot for the 
magazine at a Press meet at a Reliance Digital store.

This week, cover stars, sisters Kangana Ranaut and Rangoli 
Chandel reveal exclusively to FEMINA, their amazing journey 
from Bhambla to Mumbai, personal but very different struggles, 
solid professional partnership and plans of growing old togeth-
er: “While she was getting treated in Mumbai (for acid burns), 
she was mostly spaced out and had no sense of direction. It was 
only natural, with the trauma she underwent. I started engag-

ing her by asking to do small chores for me,” recollects Kangana 
of their journey from being indifferent siblings to meticulous 
professionals.

Adds Rangoli, also her manager since 2011, “I started with 
mostly handling her finances and coordinating smaller things 
for her. We will have our production house soon.”   
They also tell FEMINA about her their plans of mak-
ing a film (Kangana will be directing) by end of 2016, 
their secret talents and hobbies that includes organic 
farming and raising horses. Some excerpts from the 
interview: “I will direct a film very soon… in less 
than a year.”“I have an organic farm in Manali, and 
Rangoli has also bought some land there. I’m in the 

process of building a horse stable,” says Kanga-
na.

“Kangana writes poems. She is an amazing 
poet. My husband Ajay and I are huge fans of 
her verses,” says Rangoli. In this issue, FEMINA 
also puts the spotlight on feisty and individu-
al-thinking mother-daughter duos like Lilette 
and Ira Dubey, Anita and Kiran Desai, Jayashree, 
Sulajja and Vismaya Firodia, Neeta and Nishka 
Lulla, Aparna Sen and Konkona Sen Sharma, 
Daksha Seth and Isha Sharvani. 

Reliance Digital’s strong competitive ad-
vantage is ResQ (specialized service sup-
port division). ResQ is India’s first and 
multi-product and multi-brand after 
sales service available 365 days of the 
year including Sundays.
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They say Indian political parties squabble on everything and 
throw the rule books at each other but come together when praising 
its soldiers and cheering the national cricket team. You may want to 
add one more category: helping popular gurus. The AAP and the BJP, 
at loggerheads in the National Capital Region and trading charges 
of conspiracy or anarchy on nearly everything, have come together 
in clearing the way for Sri Sri Ravishankar’s World Cultural Festi-
val on the banks of the Yamuna – despite expert opinion on how its 
massive stage threatens the fragile riverbed and its floodplain. Po-
litical parties usually invoke probe panels, committees, tribunals and 
courts to fix responsibility on their rivals, but this time both the BJP 
and the AAP have sidestepped the remarks of the National Green 
Tribunal, which has all but formally admonished the Art of Living 
Foundation while giving grudging approval to its spiritual jamboree 
resembling Woodstock, rock music’s epic festival held on August 15, 
1969 in the US. This could be because spiritual gurus are India’s rock-
stars, with songs, dances, messages and above all, formidable mass 
following. Earlier this week, the Mahashivaratri day saw Sadhguru 
Jaggi Vasudev hold what looked like an all-night rock festival in his 
headquarters near Coimbatore. While #RoarOfShiva trended on Twit-
ter, the long-bearded guru danced and watched ecstatic crowds cheer 
performers of various genres sing and dance to spiritual themes. 
Those welcomed on stage included business tycoon Prathap C. Red-
dy and fashion designer Sabyasachi. While the Army stepped in to 
build a pontoon bridge to help Sri Sri Ravishankar’s festival, yoga 
guru Baba Ramdev is being helped by the Central Industrial Security 
Force, which is providing security to his Haridwar-based food park. 
All three gurus have one thing in common: they have made medi-
tation popular among India’s emerging middle class, which, after 
decades of struggle for roti, kapda aur makaan (food, clothing and 
shelter), seems to be discovering the basics of spirituality – offered in 
a heady mix of paid-for breathing sessions, musical soirees and con-
sumer goods such as health food and Ayurvedic medicines. This nifty 
mix of the “good life” with the “pure life” has an irresistible appeal 
among common citizens stuck between two extremes of a perceivably 
corrupt political life and the drudgery of everyday existence. These 
are more than vote banks. By and large, India’s vote banks still exist in 
rural areas or in urban slums – but the deft blending of simplicity and 
glamour is favoured by an emerging social elite which has its influ-
ence in television channels and corporate circles. The corporatisation 
of spirituality has a non-controversial and yet powerful pull that few 
can ignore. Social work, charity, healthy living and respect for heri-
tage come together in a potent mix to create a new soft power of gurus 
that stand above the low-brow mass appeal of cricket or Bollywood. 
Let us imagine the consequence if the National Green Tribunal had 
rejected the AOL Foundation’s juggernaut spirituality. In a week full 
of news on corporate loan defaulters, rapes and political acrimony in 
parliament, a rejection would have been seen in urban middle 
class circles as a spoilsport interference. Perception 
is reality in the world of politics – never mind 
the nuances of flood threats and biodiversity 
problems that the tribunal had in mind as 
it gave an approval for the festival with a 
fine and compensatory action imposed 
on the AOL guru. Clearly, white and saf-
fron robes have a soothing influence in 
India’s public life, even if the green tri-
bunal sees red in some of their ways.

When rockstar gurus bring 
political rivals together
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The surge in foreign patients 
seeking Indian health facilities 
for specialised and cost-effec-
tive medical care has resulted 
in the mushrooming of online 
start-ups that help foreign na-
tionals find the best treatment 
in the country.

One such medical tourism 
start-up, PlanMyMedicalTrip.
com, which was started nine 
years back, is now serving as a 
one-stop solution provider for 
foreign medical tourists.

“We have patients com-
ing in from all over the world. 
However, Africa, GCC (Gulf 
Cooperation Council) and CIS 
(Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States) regions contribute 
towards the sector by as much 
as 30 percent of the total in-
flow,” said Anurav Rane, CEO, 
PlanMyMedicalTrip.com.

“There are a lot of different 
medical and surgical options 
for medical tourists coming to 
India. Primarily, medical tour-
ists get elective procedures 
done such as cosmetic surgery, 
hip and knee replacements, 
dental procedures and infertil-
ity treatments,”

According to a white paper 
by the Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) and Grant 
Thornton, the Indian medical 
tourism market is set to touch 
$8 billion by 2020, up from the 
current $3 billion.

Saed Saber from Egypt re-
cently came to India for knee 
replacement. “I wanted to get 
my knee replacement done 

but was confused as to how I 
should go about it. Since op-
tions in my country are limited 
with a high price tag for treat-
ment, I started exploring for 
options, that is when I came to 
know about PlanMyMedical-
Trip.com,” he said.

Saber visited PlanMyMedi-
calTrip.com to get his queries 
answered. “I got to know sev-
eral options for hospitals across 
India and also got all the neces-
sary procedures sorted for me 
in no time,”

IndiaHealthCareTourism.
com, inaugurated recently by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
is an initiative by the govern-
ment to boost healthcare tour-
ism. It is a web portal that helps 
and guides the patients who 
are looking for treatment op-
tions in India. It lists 93 topmost 
medical centres, 30 ayurveda 
and wellness centres and one 
special category centre.

Another online venture, 
Medi Connect India, deals with 
the latest technologies like IVF 
(infertility), robotics surgeries, 
stem cell therapies, etc.

“The main reason behind In-
dia becoming a hub for medical 
tourism for foreigners is cost-
effectiveness. Here in metro 
cities you would get world-
class treatment under the best 
doctors in a much cheaper way 
than what they would end up 
paying in their respective coun-
tries,” Shalini, assistant team 
lead, Medi Connect India,

“In countries like Africa, a 
lot of modern treatments and 
good doctors are not available 
and hence they find India a 
good destination for medical 
reasons. Here, the best treat-
ments are available with no 
waiting time in the company of 
highly-qualified doctors,” she 
added.

Medi Connect India has won 
the “National Tourism Award” 
for two consecutive years for 
excellence in medical tourism.

To serve foreign nationals 
better, most of the top-rated 
hospitals in India have also 
hired language translators to 
make patients, especially from 
Balkan and African countries, 
feel comfortable and help fa-
cilitate their treatment.

According to the CII-Grant 
Thornton white paper, Chen-
nai, Mumbai, Andhra Pradesh 
and Delhi-NCR are the most 
favoured medical tourism des-
tinations for foreigners who 
avail treatments in India.

Cost is a major driver for 
nearly 80 percent of medi-
cal tourists across the globe, it 
added.

Khadi, the ‘Made in India’ 
fabric, has generated interest in 
the West, but there are problems 
that the sector needs to address if 
it is to widen its appeal, says the 
head honcho of Moral Fibre Fab-
rics, which has supplied khadi to 
Hollywood. “With encourage-
ment to the khadi movement by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
khadi is generating a lot of inter-
est. This is the time to go deeper 
and evaluate the sector and its 
impact from all angles,” Shailini 
Sheth Amin, the creative mind 
behind the Ahmedabad-based 
company, 

“Right now we have some fo-

cus on this most valued but dy-
ing legacy of khadi,” he said.

Noting that today’s youth will 
not wear khadi for its symbolism 
or under any emotional pressure, 
Amin said the fabric needs to be 
seen as “much more than ‘heri-
tage’ and a ‘fashion statement’. It 
should reach beyond ‘bhandars’ 
and fashion shows”.

Moral Fibre Fabrics is a web-
based social enterprise set up in 
2008, and works locally with a 
few khadi cooperatives around 
Ahmedabad, creating work op-
portunities in production, pro-
cessing, dyeing, printing and 
tailoring. With the business-to-

business wholesale marketplace 
model, the brand has an interna-
tional buyer base in Britain, the 
US, Australia and some Europe-
an countries.

The company’s fabric has also 
been used in Hollywood films 
like “Pan”, and it regularly sup-
plies Oscar-winning costume 
designer Jacqueline Durran, who 
has designed costumes for mov-
ies like “Pride and Prejudice”, 
“Atonement” and “Anna Kar-
enina”. When Amin set up her 
brand, her aim was to reinvent 
khadi as a socially and environ-
mentally sustainable fabric while 
maintaining high quality stan-

dards. But the journey has not 
been easy. “I could see that there 
was a need to upgrade and rein-
vent khadi as the most environ-
mentally-sustainable fabric and 
expand its varied uses. I realised 
that the lack of marketing orien-
tation and technological obsoles-
cence are the major obstacles for 
khadi to play a larger role in the 
Indian textile arena,” she said.

“When I started, almost no 
one believed in what we did. In 
fact, most of the people I came 
across in the field... themselves 
did not believe in the hand-craft-
ed fabric. No one was interested 
in taking it forward. 

The NDA govern-
ment’s plan to push 
for a constitutional 
amendment in Parlia-
ment to reserve 50 per 
cent seats for women 
in panchayats and mu-
nicipalities is a great 
idea. In 1992, the House 
reserved one-third seats 
in the local bodies for 
women. It is unfortu-
nate that it has taken so 
long for MPs to realise 
that women, who con-

stitute 48 per cent of the 
population, have the 
right to be in decision-
making positions.

The history of wom-
en’s reservation began 
in the 1980s with the 
Karnataka Zilla Pari-
shads, Taluk Panchayat 
Samitis, Mandal 
Panchayats and Nyaya 
Panchayats Act, 1983, 
reserving 25 per cent 
seats for women, mak-
ing it the first state to do 

so. At that time, many 
said seats will go vacant 
due to lack of candi-
dates. However on an 
average three women 
contested for one seat 
when the elections were 
held in 1987. Orissa im-
plemented 33 per cent 
reservation much before 
the 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment. It also 
decided that 
if a sarpanch 
(elected or 

nominated) was a man, 
then his deputy will 
be a woman. The 64th 
and 65th constitutional 
amendments that Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
introduced in Parlia-
ment on May 15, 1989, 
reserved 30 per cent 
seats for women. But 
the Bills were defeated 
in the Rajya Sabha.

SrI SrI EVEnt

Online start-ups helping foreign 
patients to get best deals in India

Khadi needs marketing, tech push to widen appeal

Politicians must walk the talk 
on women’s reservation bill
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Ford India slashed pric-
es of EcoSport by up to Rs 
1.12 lakh, two days after 
Maruti Suzuki launched its 
compact SUV Vitara Brezza 
with price starting at Rs 
6.99 lakh.

Applicable with imme-
diate effect, the petrol vari-
ants of the Ford EcoSport 
will be available from Rs 
6.68 lakh onwards and the 
diesel trims starting from 
Rs 7.28 lakh (ex-showroom 
Delhi), Ford India said in a 
statement.

The company has cut 
the price of base variant of 
petrol option of the vehicle 
by over Rs 53,000 and is 
now priced at Rs 6.68 lakh, 
down from Rs 7.22 lakh 
earlier. The top-end of pet-
rol variant price has also 
been slashed by Rs 87,000 
to Rs 9.45 lakh from earlier 
Rs 10.32 lakh.

Similarly, in the diesel 
option, the base variant will 
be cheaper by Rs 1.12 lakh 

at Rs 7.28 lakh as against Rs 
8.41 lakh earlier. The top-
end model of the diesel op-
tion will see a price cut of 
Rs 1.12 lakh at Rs 9.75 lakh 
from Rs 10.87 lakh.

"Ford EcoSport has al-
ways been recognised for 
its strong value proposition 
and this realignment fur-
ther strengthens that prop-
osition," said Anurag Meh-
rotra, Ford India Executive 
Director (Marketing, Sales 
and Service).

"With enhanced value 
for money proposition, we 
are extending its appeal 

across segments, includ-
ing Rs 6 8 lakh price band 
which has been growing 
at 40 per cent since 2013,"  
Mehrotra added.

Market leader Maruti 
Suzuki India had launched 
its much-awaited compact 
SUV Vitara Brezza at an 
introductory price range 
of Rs 6.99 lakh and Rs 9.68 
lakh (ex-showroom Delhi), 
kicking off a price war in 
the compact SUV segment.

In the first two days of 
launch, MSI has garnered 
5,600 bookings for Vitara 
Brezza.

BENGALURU: Online pay-
ments and commerce platform 
Paytm has taken a loan of close 
to Rs 300 crore from ICICI Bank 
in two tranches, a move that ana-
lysts say reflects the slowdown in 
venture capital (VC) investing.

Just last week, India’s largest 
online marketplace Flipkart dis-
closed that it had secured a credit 
line of Rs 450 crore from HDFC 
Bank by pledging fixed deposits. 
In the last few months of 2015 too, 
Flipkart had pledged assets to ac-
cess credit facilities worth Rs 1,400 
crore from Kotak Mahindra Bank 
and Deutsche Bank. When con-
tacted, Paytm founder Vijay Shek-
har Sharma, “This is a treasury 
management move for working 
capital. While adequate funds are 
there, it is advised by our finance 
teams to get these credit lines for 

working capital on the back of 
security such as FDs (fixed depos-
its), mutual funds, etc, in order to 
conserve cash.”

An email sent to ICICI Bank, 
the country’s largest private sector 
lender, did not elicit a response 
till the time of going to Press. Ac-
cording to the latest documents 
filed by Paytm with the Registrar 
of Companies (RoC), the com-

pany has pledged cash assets as 
security with the bank. Last year, 
Paytm had taken a small loan of 
Rs 15 crore for working capital 
requirements from HDFC Bank 
which has been repaid by the 
Noida-based company, RoC doc-
uments show.

Paytm, which is backed by 
Chinese e-commerce major Aliba-
ba, started as an online payments 
platform but later started its own 
commerce platform, where it com-
petes with the likes of Flipkart, 
Snapdeal and Amazon. Though 
the payments business is opera-
tionally profitable, the commerce 
platform is burning cash. Paytm is 
now gearing up to launch a pay-
ments bank, which would require 
additional capital. The company 
is hoping to garner fresh equity 
funds for this.

ICICI lends `300 cr to Paytm

Ford slashes EcoSport price by up 
to `1.12L to cut down Brezza effect

MUMBAI: The ban on "irrational" 350-
odd fixed dose combination (FDC) drugs 
including wide-selling pain-killers, anti-
diabetic medicines and respiratory thera-
pies, will impact nearly 4 per cent or Rs 
3,800 crore of the organised pharma retail 
market. 

The ban on FDCs over safety and ef-
ficacy concerns will adversely affect 
MNCs like Pfizer and Abbott and domes-
tic companies including Alkem, Ipca and 
MacLeods, and is likely to be contested 
by companies, sources say. Top brands 
which will face a ban include popular an-
algesics Zerodol and Sumo, dermatology 
drug Panderm Plus, anti-diabetic medi-
cine Tripride, and gastro-intestinal drug 
Zenflox, besides cough syrups Phensedyl 
and Corex. Taking the drug industry by 
surprise, the health ministry in a notifica-
tion on March 12 has prohibited the man-
ufacture, sale and distribution of nearly 
350 FDCs with immediate effect. A fixed 
dose combination contains two or more 
drugs combined in a fixed ratio of doses, 
and available in a single dosage form. 

The notification, a copy of which was 
reviewed by TOI , includes medicines 
"likely to involve risk to human beings", 

where safer alternatives are available, and 
which are found to have "no therapeutic 
justification", a panel appointed by the 
government found. While the industry is 
still studying its options, companies most 
affected may go to court, sources told 
TOI. FDCs have faced flak over the years 
with the drug re- gulator directing states 
to stop giving licences and ban some of 
them.

Govt ban on 350 drugs jolts 
4 pc of pharma retail market

Jewellers, who have been on 
strike since March 3 in protest 
against a new levy on gold pur-
chases introduced in the Budget, 
on Tuesday announced their 
decision to stop sales of bullion 
bars with immediate effect.

Sixty-year-old Motilal Soni 
from Thane, a suburb of Mum-
bai, is a worried man. 

Originally from Jaunpur, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Soni has spent de-
cades in Mumbai as an artisan 
in the jewellery business. Usu-
ally, due to the peak wedding 
season, March is a busy month 
for jewellers. But, this time it is 
different. Thanks to the indefi-
nite strike by jewellers, who are 
protesting against the budget 
proposal to levy a 1% excise 
duty, Soni has no work.

Now in its twelfth day, the 

strike has raised questions on 
the future of Soni’s entire family, 
given that he and his four sons 
are skilled jewellery workers.

“We stay in a rented house, 
we have to take care of our fam-
ily... No work means, no money. 
I am really worried how I or my 
family will survive since all we 
know is making jewellery,” Mo-
tilal told HT when contacted. 

While the big jewellers can 
sustain even if their shops re-
main closed, the situation is wor-
risome for the over 10-million 
skilled jewellery artisans and 
craftsmen across India, who get 
paid on a per-job basis and have 
been carrying on this work over 
generations. Last week, a worker 
at a jewellery-making unit in In-
dore reportedly committed sui-
cide due to financial distress. 

Jewellers’ strike casts a dark 
shadow on survival of artisans

In a major clampdown, regulator Sebi 
has debarred over 1,000 entities from the 
capital markets after they were found to 
be misusing stock exchange platforms for 
tax evasion to the tune of more than Rs 
15,000 crore. 

Sebi has also suspended trading in 
shares of as many as 167 companies, while 
the regulator has written to the Income 
Tax Department in nearly 100 cases where 
more than 1,800 entities are suspected to 
have traded in shares valued beyond their 
disclosed income. Such activities were 
mostly happening through shares of shell 
companies or thinly-traded penny stocks. 

There has not been any instance of a 
blue-chip stock being used for generating 
bogus profits or losses to evade taxes. 

Senior officials also said that Sebi has 
managed to create some kind of fear 
psychosis through its surveillance mea-
sures and enforcement actions among the 
manipulators and fraudsters and there-
fore this modus operandi of tax evasion 

through stock exchange platforms may 
soon be out of favour. 

When contacted, Sebi’s whole time 
member Rajeev Kumar Agarwal said, 
“Sebi has demonstrated by its enforce-
ment actions that anyone misusing the 
stock market platform for tax evasion will 
not be spared.” 

While Mr Agarwal did not get into de-
tails, an analysis of the enforcement and 
surveillance measures taken by Sebi since 
August 2014 shows that 167 stocks have 
been completely suspended for trading 
and trading has been restricted to a lower 
price band of 2 per cent for 123 others. 

Sources said that Sebi has also referred 
to the I-T Department all those cases in-
volving 11 stocks wherein the regulator 
has passed interim orders against 1,013 
entities. Besides, Sebi has written to I-T 
Department with details of 1,854 enti-
ties who have provided exit to preferen-
tial allottees for trade value of nearly Rs 
3,900 crore. 

Sebi bars 1,000 firms for tax 
evasion of `15,000 crore
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Keeping the spirit of cricket season 
alive, a Cricket Tournament was jointly 
organised by DLF and Vatika in New 
Gurgaon. The tournament was con-
ducted in DLF Gardencity area. The 
Cricket Tournament kicked off with 
players taking an oath to maintain true 
spirit of the game with fair play during 
the matches. 

Six teams- 86 Eagles, 90 Bulls, 91 
Rhinos, 21 Warriors, Indi Titans and 
Lifestyle Tuskers participated in this 
three-day tournament. The teams par-
ticipated with immense enthusiasm, 
keeping the crowd completely captivat-
ed. Residents also came in big numbers 
to cheer their favourite teams.

With ‘86 Eagles’ team being declared 
as the winner. The closing ceremony 
was marked by a dance performance 
followed by prize distribution. A 
scrumptious lunch was also laid-out 
for the players as well the supportive 
crowd.Various recreational activities 
like musical chairs, games for children, 
etc. had also been arranged to make the 
event appealing for all age groups.

Commander Naveen Bakshi (Retd.), 

President (Operations), Vatika said, 
‘We are happy that the Cricket Tourna-
ment was a huge success. Since cricket 
is a popular sport, the tournament saw 
enthusiastic participation by everyone. 
In fact, it was very heartening to see 
that the teams had started early morn-
ing practice sessions to give their best 
in the matches’. He further added, ‘The 
Cricket Tournament allowed an ideal 
opportunity to the residents of New 
Gurgaon to bolster team spirit and ca-
maraderie. Moving forward, we plan 
to organize more cultural and sports 
events in the area’.

Commenting on the Cricket Tour-
nament, Col. Tejbir Singh, General 
Manager (Township), DLF said, ‘It has 
always been our endeavour to encour-
age a healthy environment at our up-
coming township DLF Gardencity. The 
Cricket Tournament was an initiative to 
promote physical activity to spur the 
residents out of their hectic schedule. 
Sports events like these not only pro-
vide a platform for team-work but also 
galvanize sense of bonhomie amongst 
residents’.

Cricket Tourney held at New Gurgaon

Ranbir Kapoor and Katrina Kaif may 
not be a couple any more, but it looks like 
their friends are ensuring their break-up 
doesn’t result in a flare-up on the set of 
their upcoming film. Ayan Mukerji is close 
to both the actors 
and accord-
ing to a source, 
while the duo 
was shooting 
for their film 
in Mumbai last 
week, the direc-
tor was pres-
ent on the 

location 
e v e r y 
day.

Ranbir, Katrina’s 
friends step in to 

calm tension  
between the two

Atress Priyanka Chopra, whose interna-
tional debut TV show ‘Quantico’ has got 

a renewal and whose Hollywood de-
but ‘Baywatch’ is already under pro-
duction, says Indian movies have a 

“global demographic” and that she 
is used to having fans abroad.

She says her fan base has ex-
panded with the reach of foreign 
TV, and added that an artiste al-
ways yearns for “applause”. The 
actress answered some questions 
by fans through a special video 
posted on her official Facebook 

page. She spoke about how she gets 
along with her co-stars, her camara-
derie with them and how she is re-
lieved that the show is being liked 
by all. 

On being asked about how it 
feels to get the kind of reception 
and recognition that she gets in 
India, in the US now, she said: “In-
dian movies have a very global 
demographic. So I’ve got used to 
a lot of people knowing me out-

side of India as well.

I’ve got used to people knowing 
me outside India, says Priyanka 


